Managing Your Money
Christy Taylor

THE WILDS Christian Camp and Conference Center

Looking at Money from God’s Perspective

M-otivation: Being a good steward involves much more than just giving God a tithe!
Proverbs 23:4-5; Proverbs 19:17; I Timothy 5:8; I Corinthians 4:2; Matthew 6:19; Matthew 6:24; Romans 12:11; II Thessalonians 3:10; Proverbs 21:5
O-rganization: Keep good records; stay up to date; track your spending; get the necessary organizational supplies; etc.
Proverbs 31:10-31; I Corinthians 14:40; I Corinthians 9:25; Galatians 5:22-23; Titus 2:5

N-eed: Contentment is not the fulfillment of all that you want; it is the realization of all that you already have.

Luke 12:15-34; Philippians 4:19; I Timothy 6:6-10; Hebrews 13:5;

Matthew 6:25

E-valuation: Set financial goals; do your research; decide need vs. want; pray often; etc.
Luke 14:28; Proverbs 24:27; Philippians 4:6
Y-ield: Give it to God since it is His anyways. Tithing is not optional and it must come first!
Proverbs 3:9-10; Malachi 3:10; Luke 6:38; Proverbs 22:9; II Corinthians 9:7

*This acrostic was borrowed from my friend Beth Random.
Ways to Save Money

I. 
Home


A. 
Go Green!


1.
Google ideas.


2. 
Use your dishwasher.


3. 
Get energy-efficient appliances, windows, light bulbs, and doors.


4. 
Make a list of what needs to be mended, cleaned, or repaired.


5. 
Search www.hgtv.com for ideas on how to do it yourself. 

6. 
Ration utilities. 

B. 
Kitchen


1. 
Keep a running list of needs.

2. 
Make meal schedules and coordinating grocery lists.

3. 
Have a cooking/freezing day (www.moneysavingmom.com).

4. 
Buy meat in bulk when it goes on sale. 

5. 
Use your freezer more often. 

6. 
Consider buying more in bulk and sharing with someone.
7. 
Cut down on some ingredients. 
8. 
Quit buying bottled water! 
9. 
Save on produce by joining/starting a local co-op. 
a. 
Visit www.localharvest.org to find groups in your area. 
b. 
Visit www.southernsavers.com and search for “more on produce part 1 and 2.”
10. 
Make your own coffee and pack your lunch the night before. (Try the Costco coffee that is put out by Starbucks.)
11. 
If you don’t get into couponing, try shopping at Aldi since their groceries are cheaper.

*Favorite cleaners: Barkeeper’s Friend for metal/stainless steel, Windex for grease, carpet, & upholstery stains, and Finish dishwasher detergent 

C.
Laundry Room


1. 
Spray water on clothes instead of ironing. 

2. 
Make your own laundry detergent. (Find recipes on my blog.)

3. 
Wash out your lint trap.


4. 
Air dry your laundry.

5. 
Soak stained clothes before washing day. 
6. 
Wash with cold water.

*Favorite cleaners: baby wipes for tough stains, Goo-gone or De-Solv-it on oils and other tough stains, Gain detergent, Stanley Degreaser, Oxi Clean, Peroxide for blood & chocolate, and Sharon’s Solution to safely whiten even antique whites.
D. 
Bathroom/General Cleaning

1. 
Use a washable fabric shower curtain liner. 

2. 
Make your own multi-purpose cleaner. (Find the recipe on my blog.)


3. 
Get a pregnancy test from the Dollar Store.

4. 
Conserve the water! 

5. 
Change your air filters monthly.
*Favorite cleaners: Mrs. Meyers Clean Day (inexpensive, concentrated, all-natural, multi-purpose cleaner), Pine-Sol multi-purpose floor cleaner, Ammonia, Tilex soap scum & mildew remover, Clorox Anywhere Spray, (Windex again), Magic Erasers, and water.
* The following three things are worth paying more for: diapers, toilet paper, and trash bags! (
E. 
Decorating


1. 
Buy solid furniture and change accessories. 
2. 
Take a sewing lesson or do it yourself. 
3. 
Purchase and fix “as is” items yourself. 
4. 
Shop on Craigslist and www.freecycle.com!! 
5. 
Get ideas from HGTV and its website.

6. 
Declutter, repair, and clean. 
7. 
Don’t always buy top-of-the-line items. 
F. 
Home Remodel


1. 
Visit my blog for a great list of ideas from an experienced friend.

2. 
Get ideas from DIY. 

3. 
Get real reviews about area contractors online at www.servicemagic.com & www.angieslist.com. 

4. 
Ask someone who has already done it.

5. 
Never pay for a project in full up front. 
6. 
Always get the complete job description in writing. 
G.
Home Office—Budgets

1. 
Get organized!!

a. 
Invest in the right supplies. 
b. 
Keep a clean, clutter-free desk. 
c. 
Record financial due dates on a desk calendar.

d. 
Review every bank statement and phone bill before paying. 
e. 
Refuse to pay late or overdraft fees.

f. 
Sort and organize your bills and receipts.
2. 
Set financial goals with your spouse, pray about them, and get them on paper.
3. 
Create a budget and don’t quit!  
a. 
Get debt-free a.s.a.p.  (www.daveramsey.com) 
b. 
Start with the cash only envelope system by Dave Ramsey.

c. 
Try using the Budget Template and other budget ideas on my blog. 
d. 
Be prepared to continually tweak your budget for the next 6-12 months. 
e. 
Good stewardship involves some WORK! (Luke 19:23)
f. 
If you are not in debt, use credit/debit cards that earn rewards. (Visit my blog.) 
4. 
Get the right printer and recycle your paper. 
II. Holidays

A. 
Black Friday

1. 
Decide in advance what you want.
2. 
Do research in order to know the best price range. 
3. 
Read the reviews and consumer reports. 
4. 
Take the store ad and a friend with you. 
5. 
Have a “plan B.” 
B. 
Christmas

1. 
Consider saving for this all year. 
2. 
Give only 3 items to each child—like the wisemen.

3. 
Tell your kids that their gift is the trip to go see Grandpa & Grandma (who shower them with gifts)!

4. 
Use your talents to make homemade gifts like pottery, jams, jewelry, etc.

5. 
Price and review items in advance.
6. 
Don’t miss the after Christmas sales.
III. 
Coupons

     
A. 
Get Organized.
1. 
Start simple with a small 5-13 slot accordion file. 
2. 
Arrange coupons by category, alphabet, and/or expiration date. 
3. 
Find your favorite method online at www.southernsavers.com or www.spendfreely.blogspot.com. 
a. 
Larger accordion files that store the entire coupon insert

b. 
1.5 inch (or larger) binder with baseball card organizers
c. 
The shoebox system 

*I prefer to use 2 accordion files, but some find my method much less appealing.

· One holds coupons that expire this month through the first week of next month.

· The second holds coupons with any other expiration date.

· Both files are kept in alphabetical order. 
B. 
Get Online.
1. 
Visit my blog for a listing of some of my favorite websites. The three I use the most are www.southernsavers.com, www.spendfreely.blogspot.com, and www.moneysavingmom.com. They offer coupon workshops, tutorials, answers to frequently asked questions, and other varied promotions!!
2. 
Prepare to be blown away! Take advantage of the following links: getting started guides, tutorials, and understanding the lingo. 
3. 
Plan on getting frustrated a few times. ( Remember these tips as you get started.
a. 
Print your detailed shopping list. 
b. 
Print the stores “getting started guide” or coupon policy as well.
c. 
Match your coupons to your list before leaving.

4. 
Download the coupon activator (This is safe.) and get hundreds of free coupons! (Visit my blog.)
a.
Always print at least two of each coupon by hitting backspace until it prints again.

b. 
Print your favorite coupons before they run out. 
5. 
Load e-coupons onto your Kroger card and print the list for your records.

6. 
Buy coupons online from E-bay or other sites such as www.couponclippingmom.com or www.thecouponclippers.com. 


*7. 
Open a new “junk mail” e-mail account. (Juno, Gmail, Yahoo) 
8. 
Enter your complete address when you register for things. 
C. 
Collect more if you can.

1. 
Buy at least one Sunday paper. 

2. 
Collect unwanted coupons from your friends.
3. 
Have a coupon swap or set up a “give away” box. 
4. 
Call or e-mail companies. 

5. 
Look for coupons in the store and always take two. 
D. 
Things to remember
1. 
Get rainchecks if possible.

2. 
Always use 2 coupons for B1G1 items. 

3. 
If possible, always take all of your coupons with you.
4. 
Don’t buy it unless you plan to use it!!!
5. 
Match (or even attach) your coupons to each shopping list before leaving.
6. 
Remember that a coupon can’t always cover your tax.

7. 
Only one coupon allowed per item unless you are “stacking” them. 
8. 
Even after doubled or tripled coupons some things still cost more.

9. 
Order does matter!
IV. Shopping

     
A.
Use the Internet

1.
Shop on e-bay, Craigslist, Freecycle, and Amazon.

2. 
Always try to use a cash back site. (Visit my blog.) 
3. 
Use sites like www.retailmenot.com to find coupon or free shipping codes. Or simply Google things like, “Oil of Olay rebate” or “free shipping code for Toys R Us” and see what comes up. 
4. 
Start using www.swagbucks.com by following the link on my blog. (It’s like Google.)
5. 
Use www.alice.com for a cheap way to have items delivered to your door. 
6. 
Try looking for your makeup online. 
     B. 
Using Your Credit Cards Online
1. 
Be very cautious and read everything carefully.

2. 
Find out if your credit card offers a one-time use number.

3. 
Google “scam” with the product name if you are uninformed.
4. 
Be sure to use a card that rewards you. 
     C. 
Clothes/Shoes
1. 
Buy during the off-season.
2. 
Avoid buying dry-clean-only clothes.
3. 
“Shop” at your local dry cleaners.
4. 
Research and take advantage of all the consignment options for your area. 
5. 
Buy girls’ shoes if your feet are small enough. 
D. 
Grocery Stores

1. 
Most sales are on a 6-8 week cycle.

2. 
Shop at more than one store.
3. 
Call your local stores and find out what their coupon policies are. 
4. 
Visit www.southernsavers.com to get a “Best Price List.” 
5. 
Keep a soft cooler in your car so you can go to multiple stores.

6. 
Don’t go without your list and a snack. Especially avoid shopping when you are hungry.
E. 
Drugstores

1. 
Don’t miss the great deals here! They are willing to take a loss in order to get you in there.  

2. 
Don’t underestimate the importance of understanding the “getting started guides” for each of the drugstores in your area. www.slickdeals.com will answer a lot of your questions, too.
3. 
Start with CVS or RiteAid since Walgreens can be much more complicated. In fact, I recommend you start by visiting  www.myfrugaladventures.com and searching for “learning to CVS.”
F. 
Eating Out

1. 
Split meals or order off the kids’ menu. 
2. 
Make a dessert at home before you go. 

3. 
Get a tub of ice cream instead of going to an ice cream shop.
4. 
Use your credit/debit card rewards to get gift cards to your favorite restaurants. 
5. 
Register for birthday coupons to get free food. (Visit my blog.)

6. 
Visit www.wheredokidseatfreetoday.com. 
7. 
Pack a cooler with drinks for trips and long shopping days.

8. 
Drink water at restaurants.
G. 
Miscellaneous Shopping Tips
1. 
Advice for big purchases:
a. 
Don’t impulse buy. 
b. 
Research items online before going shopping. 
c. 
Be sure to have your spouse’s approval first. 
d. 
Determine whether it is a want or a need. Pray!
2. 
Make your own offer or ask more questions. Here are some examples: 

a. 
Garage Sale: Will you take $10 for this? (instead of $15) 
b. 
Does this item ever go on sale?

c. 
Do you offer a membership or have another way I could get this for less?

d. 
Is this discounted since it is the display model?

e. 
Can you discount this item since it is damaged?

f. 
Do you accept competitors’ coupons?

3. 
Buy clearance items, if you can fix them yourself. 
4. 
Save your receipts and actually return things!! 
V. 
General Advice & Tips 
      A. 
Children

1. 
Teach them from the beginning to tithe first and save most of their earnings.

a. 
Visit www.christianbook.com to find a bank that helps children divide their earnings. (Search for My Giving Bank or ABC Learning Bank.)
b. 
Consider having them tithe 10%, keep 10%, and save the rest.

c. 
Visit www.kids.daveramsey.com and search for the kids’ envelope system.

2. 
Open a savings account for them and help them get excited to see it grow.

3. 
Teach them that most jobs are expected of them as part of the family, but consider paying them for extra work at home (i.e., cleaning windows).
4. 
Earnestly pray about their first job outside the home. Be sure you know your children’s spiritual maturity and the environment in which they will be working. 
5. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to supervise your teenagers’ spending habits before they leave home. Once they have a steady job, consider letting them pay for toiletries, clothes, eating out with friends, etc. Teach them how to use responsibly a checkbook and possibly even a debit card. Help them track their spending and pinpoint any financial weakness. 
6. 
Let them earn money by doing the following: a lemonade stand, babysitting, shoveling snow, mowing lawns, raking leaves, teaching music/athletic lessons, cleaning houses, tutoring, petsitting, etc.
7. 
For infants, consider using Sam’s formula since it is just like Enfamil and try making your own baby food and wipes. Search for these topics on www.moneysavingmom.com for a list of recipes and ideas.
8. 
Get discounted books from www.addall.com or www.libraryanded.com. 
B. 
Plan Ahead For Every Trip


1.
Prepare coupons and lists, and pack snacks and drinks.

2. 
Call the airport to get the facts straight.

3. 
For longer trips, take games, movies, and extra meds just in case. Ask yourself, “What have I had to buy on past trips that I should have brought with me?”
4. 
Consider making a checklist for the bags that you pack regularly. 
5.
Search for discounts online if you are a teacher, have a Bank of America card, or have a AAA discount.

6.
Download the “lowest gas prices finder” app. on your i-phone ($2 fee) if you are going on a long trip. AAA offers a similar listing for free.

7.
Call 1-800-free411 for free directory assistance.

C. 
Enjoy Free Entertainment

1. 
Join www.redbox.com and receive “free movie” e-mails.
2. 
Go to the library.
3. 
Record movies or shows if you have a DVR.
D. 
Get Creative 

1. 
For one week decide to only buy what was on your list to begin with. (Stretch longer if you are successful.)

2. 
Collect everyone’s change for one month just to see how much you can save. Go even further and collect it for a year saving up for a vacation or something like a ping-pong table.
3. 
Try to make only one shopping trip a week to include all of your needs.

4. 
Consider getting rid of one car.
E. 
Manage Photos Online

1. 
Try www.snapfish.com or www.shutterfly.com to print and store your pictures. For other ideas on scrapbooking and printing pictures, see my blog. 
2. 
If you visit the money-saving websites that I recommend, they will alert you to all the latest freebies from these sites and more.
F. 
Declutter and sell your stuff. 
1. 
Find a friend to teach you how to use Amazon, e-bay, Freecycle, & Craigslist, or donate some stuff to Goodwill. 
2. 
Find out if there is a consignment shop in your area that will buy your clothes from you or if your area holds something like Wee-Trade.
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